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Tools, Metrics, and Why Visibility Now Matters More Than Rankings

Google’s AI Overviews have transformed from an experimental feature into a
permanent fixture of the search landscape. When users ask questions today,



they often receive comprehensive AI-generated answers before they ever see a
single blue link. For brands and marketers, this shift creates a fundamental
problem. Traditional ranking reports no longer tell you whether customers
actually see you.

Consider this scenario. You might rank number one for your most important
keyword and still be invisible because an AI Overview satisfies the query
without a single click. Conversely, you might appear in dozens of AI
citations without ever cracking the top ten organic positions. As a result,
neither your analytics nor your rank tracker captures this picture alone.

Why Tracking AI Overviews Is No Longer Optional
The data from early 2026 tells an unmistakable story. AI Overviews are not a
passing experiment. They are reshaping how users interact with search and how
traffic flows to websites.

The Scale of AI Overview Adoption

According to Amplitude, more than 27,000 brands have already used their free
AI Visibility tool to track appearances in ChatGPT and Google AI Overviews.
What started as a small experiment became one of the fastest-adopted tools
the company ever released. Brands realized that appearing in these systems is
now just as important as appearing in traditional search.

Research from Semrush indicates that AI Overviews now appear in roughly one
in seven US Google searches, with higher rates for informational queries.
Traffic from AI Overview citations converts at significantly higher rates
than standard organic clicks because users arrive with clearer intent. When
someone has already read an AI summary that mentioned your brand, they click
with context and purpose.

The Impact on Paid Search

The impact extends beyond organic traffic. Adthena analyzed data across six
major industries from late December 2025 to January 2026, tracking
performance metrics from hundreds of thousands of advertisers. Their findings
reveal a fragmented landscape where AI Overviews directly threaten revenue.

When an AI Overview pushes paid ads below the fold, it triggers a chain
reaction. Lower click-through rates mean fewer visits to landing pages. Fewer
clicks mean fewer conversions. In sectors where AI summaries trigger on high-
competition terms, the cost to stay relevant rises, squeezing margins and
lowering return on ad spend.

Industry-Specific Effects

Technology queries featuring an AI Overview consistently show higher cost per
click than those without. Telecom and technology show persistently lower
click-through rates when an AI Overview is present, representing a direct
drain on your traffic pipeline. This is not a visibility problem alone. It is



a revenue problem.

The advertisers who win will not be the ones who spend more. They will be the
ones who know exactly where AI Overviews appear, what content they surface,
and how their audience responds. Precision wins now. Assumptions do not.

How AI Overview Tracking Actually Works
Before diving into specific tools, you need to understand what AI Overview
tracking measures. It differs fundamentally from traditional rank tracking.

The Core Metrics Explained

Traditional SEO tools check where your page appears in organic search results
for specific keywords. AI Overview tracking answers different questions. Does
your domain get cited as a source when an AI Overview appears? Is your brand
name mentioned in the AI-generated text itself, even without a direct link?
What percentage of your tracked keywords trigger an AI Overview at all?

Sitechecker’s implementation illustrates the core metrics well. Their
platform tracks AI Overview Share, which shows what percentage of your
keywords trigger an AI Overview in search results. This value updates daily,
so you can track how AI presence in your search engine results pages changes
over time.

Citation Versus Brand Mentions

Citation Visibility measures in what percentage of AI Overviews your domain
is listed as a source. Brand Mention Visibility tracks how often your brand
name appears in the AI-generated text itself, even without a direct citation
link. These are separate signals. Your domain might not be cited, but your
brand could still be referenced.

Average Citation Position shows where your domain ranks among cited sources
when it does appear. If you are cited in thirty AI Overviews, this metric
averages your position across all of them and tracks how that position shifts
over time.

Multi-Engine Tracking

Ranktracker’s guide emphasizes that modern tracking platforms have already
expanded beyond Google. Professionals can now compare brand visibility in AI
Overviews, ChatGPT, Gemini, and Perplexity. This multi-engine approach treats
AI search visibility as a new exposure metric entirely separate from
traditional search results.

The key distinction is that AI Overviews do not simply rank existing content.
They synthesize new text by combining and reinterpreting information from
multiple sources. Without dedicated tracking tools, you have no way to know
whether your site contributed to the output or how often Google’s AI uses
your material compared to competitors.



The Top Tools for Tracking AI Overviews in 2026
The market for AI visibility tools has exploded since 2024, with options
ranging from simple free trackers to comprehensive enterprise platforms
exceeding three thousand dollars per month. Here are the leading solutions
organized by use case.

Amplitude AI Visibility: The Free Starting Point

Amplitude’s AI Visibility tool deserves special attention because it requires
no signup and no payment. More than 27,000 brands have used it to track how
often they appear in AI conversations on ChatGPT and Google AI Overviews.

The tool lets you enter your domain and receive an instant report showing
where your brand appears in AI responses. Version 1.5 added week-over-week
visibility reporting, relevancy scores that compare your visibility to
competitors, and the ability to drill down into specific URLs and topics.

Coming soon features include sentiment analysis to classify whether AI
platforms describe your brand positively or negatively, plus automated
recommendations for improvement. For teams just starting to explore AI
visibility, this free tool provides immediate value with zero commitment.

SE Ranking: Unified SEO and AI Tracking

SE Ranking consistently appears at the top of expert recommendations for AI
Overview tracking. It combines traditional rank tracking with comprehensive
AI search visibility analysis in a single dashboard.

The platform tracks Google AI Overviews, showing how and where your brand
appears for target keywords. You can analyze AI-generated answers, see which
queries trigger brand mentions, and identify the most frequently cited
sources. Daily updates and historical data reveal long-term visibility
trends.

AI Insights tools convert raw data into actionable intelligence by
pinpointing pages where visibility in Google AI Overviews is rising or
falling. The platform supports competitor benchmarking and provides cached
copies of AI responses for reference.

Pricing starts at $119 per month for the professional plan, with a fourteen-
day free trial available. For agencies and in-house teams needing unified SEO
and AI visibility tracking, this is the strongest contender.

Adthena: Built for Paid Search Teams

Adthena approaches AI Overview tracking from a paid search perspective, which
makes it invaluable for advertising teams. Their solution indexes search
results multiple times per hour, giving advertisers continuous intelligence
on AI Overview frequency patterns by query, industry, and device.

The platform tracks content themes within AI Overviews, revealing whether



Google is surfacing comparison content, news, FAQs, or problem-solving
information. This matters because comparison content directly challenges
high-converting paid search territory by satisfying research intent before
users click ads.

Adthena also measures performance impacts, including how AI Overview presence
affects click-through rates and cost per click. Their data reveals that
technology queries featuring an AI Overview consistently show higher CPCs, a
clear signal that AI presence pushes up the cost of visibility.

For paid search managers, understanding where AI Overviews disrupt campaigns
is essential to protecting margins. Adthena provides that intelligence.

Sitechecker: Google Search Console Integration

Sitechecker offers practical AI Overview tracking integrated with familiar
SEO workflows. Their Rank Tracker now shows what percentage of your tracked
keywords trigger an AI Overview, updated daily.

For each keyword, you see whether your domain is cited, whether your brand is
mentioned, and your citation position. Citation Visibility tracks how often
your domain appears as a source, while Brand Mention Visibility tracks brand
name appearances even without direct links.

The platform also introduced an AI Traffic report that shows traffic coming
from AI chats like ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Gemini using your GA4 data. You
can see how AI chat traffic compares to organic search, break down
performance by individual large language model, and identify which landing
pages receive the most AI traffic.

For teams already using Sitechecker for SEO, these features add AI visibility
monitoring without requiring a separate tool.

RankScale AI: Budget-Friendly Entry Point

RankScale offers the most affordable dedicated AI visibility tool, with the
Essentials plan providing 120 credits and ten free page audits monthly for
just twenty dollars. The Pro plan at ninety-nine dollars per month includes
1,200 credits and twenty-five brand dashboards, making it suitable for
agencies.

The tiered structure scales clearly from individual use to enterprise needs.
For budget-conscious teams wanting dedicated AI visibility tracking without
enterprise pricing, RankScale delivers core functionality at minimal cost.

Otterly AI and Peec AI: Agency-Focused Platforms

Otterly AI offers a dedicated partner program for agencies that includes
unlimited seats, pitch workspaces, and brand bundles. Standard pricing starts
at twenty-nine dollars per month for fifteen prompts, with the Standard tier
at one hundred eighty-nine dollars per month unlocking unlimited brand
tracking.



Peec AI provides similar agency support through pitch workspaces and partner
programs, with Euro-based pricing starting at approximately ninety-six
dollars per month. European agencies in particular will find Peec’s approach
well-suited to their needs.

Evertune and Conductor: Enterprise Solutions

At the enterprise level, Evertune charges upwards of three thousand dollars
per month for comprehensive GEO platform access including strategy sessions.
Conductor offers custom pricing for enterprise AI visibility across multiple
plan tiers.

These solutions make sense for large organizations where AI visibility
directly impacts significant revenue streams and where custom integration and
dedicated support justify premium pricing.

Free Chrome Extension: AI Visibility Tool

For quick, on-demand audits, the AI Visibility Tool Chrome extension lets you
scan any page in seconds. It runs a focused AI visibility audit tailored to
AI-driven engines, checking AI crawlability, structured data, entity signals,
and answer-focused content optimization.

The extension provides a single result score summarizing your AI readiness,
plus detailed breakdowns for technical, content, and semantic issues. You can
export full audit reports for team collaboration. While not a replacement for
ongoing monitoring, this free tool helps you spot-check pages and understand
why they might be missing from AI Overviews.

What the Data Tells Us About AI Overview Behavior
Understanding how AI Overviews actually behave helps you interpret tracking
data and prioritize responses. Recent research reveals several patterns worth
knowing.

Device and Industry Patterns

Adthena’s industry analysis shows that AI Overview impact varies dramatically
by sector and device. Technology and education queries on desktop are heavily
saturated with AI Overviews, meaning ads in these sectors almost always
compete with an AI summary. Mobile AI Overview frequency is generally lower
across almost all industries, but the limited screen real estate on mobile
means that when an overview does appear, it displaces ads more aggressively
than on desktop.

Content Themes by Sector

Content themes also vary by industry. In telecom, technology, and retail, AI
Overviews are dominated by comparison content. When Google provides a side-
by-side analysis, it satisfies the research phase and may stop users from
clicking through to learn more. Healthcare shows predominantly news-oriented
themes at 74 percent, while financial services lean toward FAQ content at 54



percent. Problem-solving content remains virtually untouched at zero to two
percent, representing a safe harbor for advertisers where troubleshooting
queries are still largely free from AI interference.

Academic Research Insights

Academic research adds another layer of understanding. A study published in
Frontiers examining how Google’s generative AI systems construct
representations of refugees found that AI-generated images resort to pre-
established iconographies and that AI Overviews implicitly construct
boundaries between us and them while reproducing previous stereotypes.

This matters for brands because it demonstrates that AI Overviews do not
simply reflect objective reality. They synthesize content based on patterns
in training data, which can amplify existing biases or favor certain types of
sources. The same research revealed that Google’s generative AI systems tend
to privilege institutional and highly structured sources, leading to narrower
representations. For brands, this suggests that content format and source
authority may influence citation patterns as much as topical relevance.

What Brands Discovered

Amplitude’s early customer data showed that many brands discovered they were
missing from high-intent prompts, that competitors were owning key topics,
and that sources like YouTube, Reddit, and Wikipedia were shaping narratives
they were not part of. Performance in AI chats turns out to be measurable and
improvable once teams can see the gaps.

Building Your AI Overview Tracking Workflow
Knowing which tools exist is only half the battle. You also need a systematic
approach to monitoring and responding to AI visibility data. Here is a
workflow used by successful SEO teams in 2026.

1. Establish Baseline Visibility

Start by running a comprehensive audit across your most important keywords.
Use a tool like SE Ranking or Sitechecker to identify which queries trigger
AI Overviews, which ones cite your domain, and which mention your brand
without citation. Amplitude’s free tool provides an immediate snapshot if you
are just beginning.

Document your current citation share and brand mention frequency. This
baseline lets you measure progress as you optimize.

2. Monitor Trends Weekly

AI Overviews are not static. Google continuously refines when and how they
appear. Set up weekly monitoring to track changes in AI Overview frequency
for your keywords, shifts in your citation visibility percentage, and
movements in your average citation position.



Sitechecker’s daily updates make trend spotting easier. SE Ranking’s
historical data reveals longer-term patterns.

3. Analyze Competitor Citations

Pay attention to which competitors appear in AI Overviews for your target
queries. Are they being cited more frequently? Do they appear in higher
positions? Are their brand names mentioned even when their domains are not
cited?

This competitive intelligence reveals content gaps and optimization
opportunities. If competitors consistently appear where you do not, examine
what makes their content different. Are they using structured data
differently? Do they publish more comprehensive guides? Are they cited by
authoritative sources?

4. Correlate with Traffic and Conversion Data

The ultimate goal is not just visibility but business impact. Connect your AI
Overview data with analytics to understand how citations affect traffic and
conversions.

Sitechecker’s AI Traffic report shows which landing pages receive visits from
AI chats and how those sessions perform compared to organic traffic. You can
filter by specific AI sources to see which large language models send traffic
where.

Amplitude’s integration with their analytics platform lets you identify users
who come from AI chats, track their conversion rates, and retarget them
appropriately. This closes the loop between AI visibility and measurable
business outcomes.

5. Optimize Based on Insights

Use your tracking data to guide content and technical optimizations. If
certain topics consistently trigger AI Overviews that cite competitors but
not you, prioritize those topics for content updates. If your brand is
mentioned without citations, consider whether your content lacks the
structured data or authority signals that lead to source linking.

If you discover that your pages are not being crawled by AI bots, the Chrome
AI Visibility Tool can identify technical barriers. If your structured data
is incomplete, fix those schemas. If your content lacks the depth or entity
signals that AI systems favor, expand it.

The recommendations coming soon to Amplitude will automate some of this
analysis, highlighting specific opportunities like “Your competitor is strong
in this topic. You may want to prioritize content here” or “These listicles
mention your competitor but not you. You could consider outreach.”



The Metrics That Actually Matter
Not all AI Overview metrics deserve equal attention. Focus on these key
performance indicators.

AI Overview Share tells you how saturated your space is. When this
percentage rises, more of your searchers are seeing AI answers before
organic results. You need to know whether you appear in those answers.

Citation Visibility measures your direct presence as a source. This is
the closest analog to traditional rankings. Higher citation visibility
means Google’s AI trusts your content enough to reference it.

Brand Mention Visibility captures indirect presence. Even without
citations, brand name mentions in AI text create awareness and authority
signals.

Average Citation Position matters because sources cited earlier in AI
Overviews likely receive more weight and more clicks. Moving from
position five to position two represents meaningful visibility gains.

Citation Share of Voice compares your citation frequency to competitors.
If competitors appear in sixty percent of AI Overviews while you appear
in twenty percent, you are losing mindshare even if your organic
rankings look healthy.

AI Traffic Share shows what percentage of your total traffic originates
from AI chats and AI Overview clicks. This metric will grow over time
and deserves dedicated attention.

Sentiment matters for brand reputation. When tools add sentiment
analysis later in 2026, tracking whether AI systems describe your brand
positively or negatively will become essential.

The Future of AI Overview Tracking
The tools and techniques described here will continue evolving. Amplitude has
announced several upcoming features worth watching.

Sentiment Analysis

Sentiment analysis will evaluate each AI answer to classify the tone of brand
mentions, then aggregate those scores across prompts and topics to give teams
a more accurate picture of user perception. This moves beyond counting
mentions to understanding whether those mentions help or hurt your brand.



Automated Recommendations

Automated recommendations will highlight specific opportunities and suggest
actions, turning insight into execution. Rather than digging through data to
find gaps, you will receive prioritized lists of topics to address, listicles
to target, and content to update.

Expanded Model Coverage

More AI models will be added to tracking dashboards. Amplitude currently
supports ChatGPT and Google AI Overviews, but Perplexity, Gemini, and Claude
are coming. Each AI chat has valuable use cases, and comprehensive tracking
will eventually cover all major platforms.

Deeper Analytics Integration

Deeper analytics integration will put AI visibility data directly into charts
and dashboards alongside traditional metrics, accessible via APIs and AI
agents. The separation between AI visibility and traditional analytics will
gradually disappear as both become standard components of any complete
measurement framework.

Conclusion
Google AI Overviews have fundamentally changed what it means to be visible in
search. Traditional rank tracking no longer tells you whether customers
actually see you. In fact, you might rank first and be invisible.
Alternatively, you might appear in dozens of AI citations without ever
cracking the top ten.

The data proves this shift matters. Twenty-seven thousand brands already
track AI visibility. Technology queries with AI Overviews show higher costs
per click and lower click-through rates. Moreover, comparison content
dominates entire industries, satisfying research intent before users ever
click an ad.

Therefore, tracking AI Overviews is no longer optional. It is as essential as
keyword ranking reports were twenty years ago. Fortunately, the tools exist
at every price point, from Amplitude’s free visibility checker to SE
Ranking’s comprehensive platform to Adthena’s paid search intelligence.

Start with a baseline audit. Then monitor trends weekly. Next, analyze
competitor citations. After that, connect visibility to traffic and
conversions. Finally, optimize based on what you learn. The brands that win
in 2026 and beyond will not be those who spend the most. Instead, they will
be those who know exactly where AI Overviews appear, what content they
surface, and how their audience responds.

Precision wins now. Assumptions do not. Start tracking your AI Overview
visibility today.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is the best free tool for tracking Google AI Overviews?



Amplitude’s AI Visibility tool is the best free option. It requires no
signup, no payment, and provides instant reports showing where your brand
appears in ChatGPT and Google AI Overviews. More than 27,000 brands have
already used it.

How do AI Overviews affect paid search performance?





AI Overviews can significantly impact paid search by pushing ads below the
fold, reducing click-through rates, and increasing cost per click in
competitive sectors. Technology queries with AI Overviews consistently show
higher CPCs and lower CTRs.

How often should I monitor AI Overview visibility?





Weekly monitoring is recommended for most businesses. Daily updates are
available in tools like SE Ranking and Sitechecker for teams needing more
frequent insights. Regular monitoring helps you spot trends and respond
before visibility declines significantly.

Can I track AI Overviews for my competitors?





Yes. Most AI visibility tools include competitor benchmarking features. SE
Ranking, Adthena, and Sitechecker all allow you to compare your citation
frequency and visibility against competitors.

What metrics should I track for AI Overviews?





Focus on AI Overview share, citation visibility, brand mention visibility,
average citation position, citation share of voice compared to competitors,
and AI traffic share. When available, sentiment analysis will also become
essential.

Amplitude’s AI Visibility tool is the best free option. It requires no
signup, no payment, and provides instant reports showing where your brand
appears in ChatGPT and Google AI Overviews. More than 27,000 brands have
already used it.

AI Overviews can significantly impact paid search by pushing ads below the
fold, reducing click-through rates, and increasing cost per click in
competitive sectors. Technology queries with AI Overviews consistently show
higher CPCs and lower CTRs.

Weekly monitoring is recommended for most businesses. Daily updates are
available in tools like SE Ranking and Sitechecker for teams needing more
frequent insights. Regular monitoring helps you spot trends and respond
before visibility declines significantly.

Yes. Most AI visibility tools include competitor benchmarking features. SE
Ranking, Adthena, and Sitechecker all allow you to compare your citation
frequency and visibility against competitors.



Focus on AI Overview share, citation visibility, brand mention visibility,
average citation position, citation share of voice compared to competitors,
and AI traffic share. When available, sentiment analysis will also become
essential.

Reach Out to Us

Ready to Take Control of Your AI Search Visibility?

Schedule a free consultation today with TSI Digital Solution. We will audit
your current AI visibility, identify gaps your competitors are exploiting,
and build a custom strategy to protect your traffic.
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